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Introduction
Environmental san is a vital process that every business organization has to conduct. It involves systematically and critically analyzing both the external and internal conditions and data that affects the well being of the organization. This is usually done for decision making on matters such as embracing change or not, launching a new product or not among others (Hunger & Wheelen, 2003). Therefore, it is a process that engages a business organization into a process that systematically surveys and interprets relevant data to identify external opportunities and threats. Thus, a business organization gathers information about the external world, its competitors and itself. However, the current state of the economy impacts the environmental state process through determining the areas to be focused, and the degree to which the scan examines either internal or external factors affecting the business organization.
How the Current State of Economy will Impact Completing an Environmental Scan
First, the current state of the economy impacts completing an environmental by determining the focus of the environmental scan. An environmental scan involves process such as conducting a SWOT analysis to determine the external threats to the business and internal opportunities. Therefore, the current state of the economy at the time the SWOT analysis is conducted will go a long way in determining where the business organization puts more weight when doing its analysis of the factors affecting it and those posing a threat to it (Wheelen, Hunger, Hoffman & Bamford, 2017). It should be understood that environmental scanning is very crucial for the strategic and short-term planning of business organizations. Therefore, depending on the current situation of the economy, the organization conducting the environmental scan can choose to concentrate more on either external factors or internal factors. If the current situation is offering little concern regarding the business in question, then more emphasis will be put on the internal opportunities of the organization. On the other hand, if the current situation of the economy is in turmoil, then an organization conducting an environmental scan will concentrate more on the threats posed by the external factors, brought about by the instability in the economy.
Another way that the current state of the economy will impact completing an environmental scan is by impacting the decision-making process of the business organization that necessitates the scan. As mentioned in the introduction, many business organizations conduct an environmental scan to make decisions. This shows that business organizations that are keen on making profits make certain decisions based on what the data reveals about the internal and external factors that affect them. However, the prevailing conditions of the economy go a long way in determining the process of completing the environmental scan in the sense that it determines, to a great extent, what the environmental scan entails. The prevailing conditions of the economy might push an organization into engaging in systematic analysis of data and information by presenting a business opportunity to the organization (Lancaster & Massingham, 2017). Furthermore, the prevailing conditions of the economy can compel an organization to engage in analysis of data to determine the best move for a change in the organization. This move can either be meant to improve the situation at the organization or avoid disastrous occurrence such as incurring massive losses (Wheelen, Hunger, Hoffman & Bamford, 2015). Therefore. When an environmental scan is completed as a result of the prevailing situation of the economy that compels an organization to conduct research, much effort in the process is directed towards gathering and analyzing data and information that can help in making that decision. This shows that the current or prevailing situation or state of the economy determines the factors that are given focus in an environmental scan done by a business organization.
Conclusion
In conclusion, an environmental scan is a vital strategic as well as short time planning and decision-making tool that engages in the process of analyzing data to determine the internal and external factors that affect the business as well as the opportunities the business has. However, the current state of the economy goes a long way in impacting the process of environmental scanning and how it is done by determining the areas to be focused on in during the environmental scan (Wheelen, Hunger, Hoffman & Bamford, 2017). Therefore, whenever an environmental scan is done, the motive for doing it needs to be known form the word go to find appropriate information for decision-making.
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